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* * * 

Family day 2025 

Never before has a family gathering been as informal as it was this year. This 

was mainly because we met at a cousin's house. It felt like we were all at home. 

We weren't served, we served ourselves. Everyone pitched in, and all 43 

participants were actively involved in this three-day event. Perhaps one or two 

people missed the elegance and hotel comforts of previous family days. But in 

return, Odendorfer Burg offered cozy intimacy and hearty delights from the cold 

buffet or the grill. Not to mention that the family day was much cheaper than all 
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the offers from, for example, the knightly center in Höhnscheid.  

 

 

The participants of the family day on the stairs of the Odendorf castle 

The family reunion began on Friday with a casual dinner. John and Adriana Da-

vies from Brazil had the longest journey. John's mother was Elisabeth Hertha 
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Tiesenhausen, whose father Hans Woldemar Tiesenhausen emigrated from Esto-

nia to Brazil in the 1920s.  They stayed in a hotel in neighboring Rheinbach, in a 

rented vacation apartment in Odendorf, or on air mattresses in the castle. 

On Saturday, the family met at the open-air museum in Kommern in the Eifel 

region. There, visitors can not only admire old farms and windmills from the 

surrounding area, but also be transported back to the consumer world of the 

1960s and 1970s. Particularly impressive are the Nissen huts, which housed ref-

ugees after the end of the war, and a wooden emergency church from the same 

period. 

The formal part of the family day 

took place in the afternoon over 

coffee and cake. This is because the 

family association is a registered 

association under German law, 

which is required not only to keep 

minutes of its deliberations and de-

cisions, but also to file them with 

the competent court. As there were 

no elections this year, the chairman 

Max Delwig-Tiesenhausen and his 

fellow board members Elisabeth 

Tiesenhausen, Susanne Kreusch, 

Matthias Tiesenhausen, and geneal-

ogist Sabine Röder will lead our 

family association. To loud ap-

plause, Elisabeth agreed to host the 

next family reunion at her home 

from June 11 to 13, 2027. 

At the end of an eventful day, a lavish dinner was served in all the ground floor 

rooms of the castle, featuring delicacies from the grill, imaginative salads, and a 

delicious selection of cheeses and sausages. And as midnight approached—un-

surprisingly—bottles of vodka and pierogi appeared. In short, nothing was lack-

ing. 

At the Sunday service the next morning, some still seemed a little sleepy, which 

did not escape the notice of the preacher, Rebecca. Nevertheless, she knew how 
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to focus the audience's attention on the essentials. The small congregation rein-

forced her powerful words with joyful singing and devout prayer. Thus pre-

pared, all that remained was to tidy up, finish off the leftovers, wash up, and say 

goodbye. And the latter took a long time, as is customary among Balts. 

* * * 

Snail Scientist Manfred von Tiesenhausen 

we owe important information about a previously unknown branch of our large 

family to the dedicated family researcher Lyonette Lorenz from Heidelberg. It 

concerns Alexander and his son Manfred von Tiesenhausen. Unfortunately, it 

has not yet been possible to prove their connection to the Tiesenhausen family. 

We therefore rely on the information provided by Lyonette Lorenz. 

According to her, Alexander made a pilgrimage on foot to Rome in the mid-19th 

century to convert to Catholicism. He became a member of the Pope's Guardia 

Nobile, the Holy See's formation founded in 1801 and consisting exclusively of 

nobles. It was dissolved by Pope Paul VI in 1970. However, this commitment 

was apparently not enough for Alexander, which is why he considered becoming 

a monk. To test his decision, he asked for a meeting with one of the Curia cardi-

nals. 

In the antechamber of His Eminence, he met Carlotta Countess Sizzo de Noris 

from Trento, who herself was considering entering a convent. Inevitably, they 

fell in love and decided to seek happiness together in marriage rather than in a 

convent. That was in 1870. Carlotta was 38 years old, which meant that she was 

already past the age of marriage by the standards of the time. Nevertheless, she 

had healthy children: a daughter, Lea, and, in 1875, a son, Manfred. 

Alexander and Carlotta did not have to worry about material things. The family 

of the Counts Sizzo de Noris was not only an old and respected family, but also 

extremely wealthy. Carlotta's mother, Elisabetta Settala dei Capitani di Settala, 

came from Lombardy, where her family had been documented since the 5th cen-

tury. Two Manfredos came from this family: the Blessed Manfredo from the 

13th century, whose memory is still celebrated today in Ticino, Switzerland, and 

Manfredo Settala (1600 to 1680), a famous traveler, naturalist, and collector. 

Thanks to his wife's wealth, Alexander was able to devote himself entirely to his 
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passion for malacology, the study of snails. He worked together with the Fran-

ciscan monk Vinzenz Maria Gredler, who was not only a successful scientist but 

also founded the Franciscan Gymnasium in Bolzano. This school was so suc-

cessful that shortly after its founding, the existing municipal high school had to 

be closed due to a lack of students. Some snail species that Alexander discov-

ered and classified together with Gredler therefore bear the additional name 

Tiesenhausen. Examples include Campylaea illyrica tiesenhauseni and Charpen-

tieria clavata tiesenhauseni.  

His son Manfred first studied law in Innsbruck and then botany in Vienna and 

Bern. There he received his doctorate in 1912 with a thesis on water fungi in 

Switzerland. He initially worked as an assistant at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute 

in Bromberg in what was then the Prussian province of Posen. After the First 

World War, he first became a garden inspector at the Botanical Garden in Bu-

charest and then moved to the Institute of General Botany at the University of 

Klausenburg in 1921.  

His sister Lea married a Romanian nobleman whose family originally came 

from Armenia. Tigran de Pruncu or Pruncul was a lawyer and worked as a no-

tary in Solca, later in Campulung in Bukovina, which belonged to Romania. He 

founded a legal journal, was a founding member of the General Notary Associa-

tion in Romania, participated in the founding of a people's bank, and promoted 

young academics with scholarships.  

There may also be a connection between Alexander and Carlotta Tiesenhausen 

and Maria Baroness Tiesenhausen, who is buried in the Campo Santo Teutonico 

in Rome. Based on her dates of birth and death – born on November 6, 1871, 

died on January 30, 1873 – she could be a daughter of Alexander and Carlotta. 
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The photo of the grave was sent to us by a former teacher of our children. 

 

* * * 

Family News 

 

For the first time in its history, the Posen-West Prussia Commandery of the Or-

der of St. John held its annual Knights' Day in the Estonian capital of Tal-

linn/Reval. This commandery includes a particularly large number of knights 

from German-Baltic families. Among them are Wolter, Matthias, and Cyrill 
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Tiesenhausen. After the solemn communion service in Reval Cathedral, the fam-

ily members present in Tallinn posed in front of the Tiesenhausen coat of arms 

displayed there.  

 

From left to right: Samiha, Matthias, Waltraut, Wolter, Cyrill, Gila, Ligaya. 


